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AMERICAN HEALTH-RESORTS. 


The sanitary condition of these caravan- 
saries, where the mixed multitude called 
society congregates in the summer-time— 
nominally for health, but chiefly because 
leaving home at that season is the fashion- 
able thing to do—has begun to attract the 
attention of thinking people. The food at 
these places, as a rule, is abominably and 
notoriously bad, and that the patient and 
enduring stomach has so long been made 
to suffer the discomforts and dangers con- 
nected with these unsavory and unwhole- 
some viands is truly remarkable; but the 
average man, like the donkey, is a sub- 
missive animal, and, like the longer-eared 
brute, is careless as to the character of his 
provender so long as his appetite is ap- 
peased. Gastronomic culture in nations fol- 
lows intellectual culture. We in America 
are advancing in the first, but have scarcely 
yet entered upon this second stage in race- 
improvement. May it please Providence to 
hasten on the happy day when our kitchen- 
art may be worthy of the unequaled abun- 
dance and variety and excellence of our 
table fauna and flora, so to speak. We 
read about tables groaning from the weight 
of luxuries heaped upon them. We have 
never heard any such complaint from the 
mahogany quadrupeds, but many a human 
groan has arisen in consequence of the 
wretched work of the cooks served upon 
them. 

Aside, however, from the diabolical cook- 
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ery, there are other dangers lurking about 
these man-traps. In the first place, many 
of them are prolific ague-beds, where towns- 
people absorb in the summer enough ma- 
laria to furnish them dumb chills, neural- 
gias, or some form of masked intermittent, 
during the balance of the year. And, by 
the way, those pretty little one-story cot- 
tages, so cozy and attractive in appearance, 
are by no means to be trusted, for this ma- 
laria is particularly a ground-poison, we all 
know. 

The seaside resorts, where they are in 
proximity to salt marshes, low damp mead- 
ows, or streams in which the salt and the 
fresh water daily commingle, are no whit 
better and often are more insalubrious than 
the inland resorts. Another poison rife in 
some of these places, and although not so 
common is more dangerous than the last- 
named, and is less suspected. It is in the 
foul air and contaminated drinking - water 
due to improperly-constructed and injudi- 
ciously-located privies. To this cause may 
be attributed much of the typhoid fever that 
is encountered among our clients in the fall, 
when they return from the summer watering- 
places. 

The hygiene of these resorts is a very im- 
portant matter, especially to the upper mil- 
lion in our country upon whose purses the 
establishments depend; and this class, by 
the might of its money, should compel the 
summer hotel-keepers—as a rule the most 
selfish, unaccommodating, and supercilious 
of bipeds—to furnish properly - prepared 
food, pure air, and wholesome drinking- 
water to their guests. In the present state 
of affairs we advise our migratory clients to 
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take with them a supply of quinine, a reli- 
able water-filter, and a stock of disinfectants 
when they go to these “health-resorts.”’ 





CoLoraDo.—This much-lauded land does 
not favorably impress all visitors to it. A 
friend who took his invalid wife thither, and 
afterward collected his family about him for 
the summer, said to us the other day, “ Col- 
orado seems to be a healthy country for In- 
dians, asthmatics, and consumptives, but it 
is awful on well people. All of my little 
tribe, of five children and adults, had remit- 
tent or intermittent fevers there, and I do 
not think that we could have lived there 
much longer.”’ 


Gorrespondence. 


LONDON LETTER. 


FROM OUR SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT. 


To the Editors of the Louisville Medical. News: 


The dispute at Guy’s Hospital has reached 
an acute phase, and is at the present moment 
in a stage of crisis, in which it may prob- 
ably interest you to know the actual details 
without waiting for the distant solution of 
the struggle which is going on. In the main, 
as you are aware, the fight is one which is 
brought about by the undoubtedly good in- 
tentions of the treasurer of Guy’s Hospital, 
Mr. Lushington, to introduce useful reforms 
into the nursing-system of the hospital. 
There is little reason to doubt that such 
reforms were not altogether uncalled for. 
The sisters, as they are called, of Guy’s 
Hospital—that is to say, the head nurses 
of the wards—have for many years been, on 
the whole, an excellent class of women of 
the old school, trained under the old tradi- 
tions. Many of them were women of ex- 
cellent position, good intelligence and edu- 
cation, thoroughly trustworthy and entirely 
trusted. Some have held sway in their wards 
for a series of twenty-five or thirty years; oth- 
ers are comparatively young to their duty. 
Below the rank of sisters are nurses and as- 
sistant nurses. The sisters at Guy’s Hospital 
were chosen by the medical superintendent 
and the matron, usually with some prelimi- 
nary training elsewhere, and sometimes after 
training in the wards, and were left, as a 
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rule, in charge of a particular ward, so that 
they became thoroughly familiar with the 
duties of the ward and the position of the 
surgeon, who felt he could entirely depend 
on his instructions being carried out with- 
out repeating them on every particular oc- 
casion; because the sisters and the nurses 
knew exactly what were the opinions and 
wishes of each member of the staff, and had 
grown thoroughly accustomed to perform 
their duty in a manner satisfactory to their 
superiors. Upon the other hand, there were 
no doubt many disadvantages and abuses in- 
cidental to a system of nursing in which 
there was no set dress for the nurses, no uni- 
fied life, no systematic subordination, and 
no immediate and constantly-felt control 
over the sisters and nurses. The result was 
that there have undoubtedly been numer- 
ous scandals among the nurses and students. 
The nurses, it was alleged, in many instances 
contracted personal intimacies with the stu- 
dents. It was not unknown that they should 
meet them at dancing-places out of doors, 
and generally there was a certain laxity of 
control which is avoided when the whole of 
the nursing sisters and subordinates are put 
under a sort of institutional rule and strict 
discipline. Where their dress or uniform is 
so noticeable that they could not without 
scandal play any of the little outdoor tricks 
which have often been alleged as being com- 
mon among hospital nurses where students 
are freely admitted to the wards. These and 
other reasons were no doubt influential in 
Mr. Lushington’s mind in bringing to Guy’s 
Hospital a lady who had attained a consid- 
erable reputation for skill in administrating 
a nursing establishment at a country hos- 
pital, and who was known to be a good dis- 
ciplinarian, to be thoroughly imbued with 
the modern ideas of arranging the whole 
nursing establishment under a very strict 
and separate régime. Miss Burt, however, 
appears to have carried on her spiriting 
without due gentleness; and Mr. Lushing- 
ton, her superior, the treasurer and autocrat 
of Guy’s Hospital, backed her with so much 
vigor that presently a rebellion broke out. 
The nurses, to whom a missive had been 
addressed requiring them to lay aside arti- 
cles of jewelry, to modify their dress, and 
at once to sign an undertaking to obey all 
the orders of Miss Burt, and to be moved 
from ward to ward at her pleasure, rebelled. 
These orders were sent to them in writing, 
open, with the announced penalty of dis- 
missal if not obeyed. The consequence was 
that half the nurses were driven from the 














wards. The medical officers found them- 
selves robbed of the sisters, on whom they 
most relied and in whom they had the great- 
est confidence. Moreover, they found sud- 
den and radical revolution introduced with- 
out their having been previously consulted. 
A bitter warfare followed, of which some 
of the details may be known to you. One 
of these ladies wrote a savage article in the 
Nineteenth Century attacking the old régime 
in Guy’s Hospital. The medical men retali- 
ated by other severe replies in the same pe- 
riodical. A paper warfare was carried on 
in the newspapers, a bitter correspondence 
ensued with the treasurer. The students 
also took up the quarrel, and the treasurer 
was hooted in the quadrangle. Two of the 
house- surgeons wrote to the Times to ex- 
plain and justify the proceedings, and were 
suspended from office. An inquiry was sub- 
sequently instituted by the governors, and 
a gentle admonition was conveyed to Miss 
Burt as to the necessity of being in all things 
obedient to the doctors and of proceeding 
with gentleness. It was nevertheless de- 
clared by the governors that they had satis- 
fied themselves that all that had been done 
by Mr. Lushington was done with a desire 
to make the hospital-nursing efficient, and 
that the matron was perfectly ready to sub- 
mit herself to the orders of the doctors; 
and that the governors requested the doc- 
tors to meet them and to formulate any 
complaints which they had to make or any 
requisition which they desired to have car- 
ried out. By this time, however, the quarrel 
had become desperate, and the dismissal of 
Miss Burt was made a sine gua non. The 
governors refused to dismiss this lady, and 
the doctors thereon refused to meet the gov- 
ernors. Some further angry letters passed 
in the name of the staff, in which the staff 
distinctly refused to send two of their num- 
ber to a committee, to be formed by the 
governors, for the purpose of adjusting dif- 
ficulties, and in which they charge the gov- 
ernors with continuing to carry on a state 
of things in respect to the nurses which 
they (the governors) knew as well as the 
staff to be mischievous to the hospital. This 
rather unfortunately-worded letter was sent 
during the vacation, when only a minority 
of the staff were in town. The governors 
include men as influential as Lord Cole- 
ridge, the senior Lord Justice of England; 
Lord Colesloe, a prominent servant of the 
government, better known under his former 
title of Sir Henry Freemantle ; Sir Thomas 
Dyke Acland; and Sir Henry Gibbs, chair- 
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man of the Bank of England. Gentlemen 
holding these positions are apt to deal with 
a very strong hand with men, however emi- 
nent, who hold to them an official subordi- 
nate position. It happens that the govern- 
ors and treasurer of Guy’s Hospital are in 
a peculiarly strong position. They are the 
trustees of a great charity, having parlia- 
mentary powers. They have the absolute 
power of appointment and dismissal of all 
officers, from the medical officers and the 
matron downward ; and they have retaliated 
upon the medical officers by sending this 
letter calling for the resignation of Dr. Ha- 
bershon and Mr. Cooper Forster. This step 
has naturally created excitement here. It 
is an open declaration of war, and, if car- 
ried to the extreme, may, and probably will, 
lead to the resignation of the whole staff of 
Guy’s Hospital. It is certain that if Dr 
Habershon and Mr. Cooper Forster are com- 
pelled to resign against their will, in conse- 
quence of the indiscreet wording of a let- 
ter which they addressed to the governors 
as representatives of the staff, and with the 
sanction of so many of the staff as were 
in London at the time, the whole of the 
staff will be bound ultimately to solidly as- 
sociate themselves with their seniors and 
authorized spokesmen. At the present mo- 
ment the question is being very seriously 
discussed whether the whole staff will have 
to resign, and Guy’s Hospital thus be left 
entirely without a medical staff; and, if so, 
what shall be the position of the profession 
in the matter. It may be confessed that the 
position is an extremely delicate one, ani 
I may say at once, however, that the most 
eminent members of the profession are, | 
believe, distinctly of opinion that, if possi- 
ble, a resignation en masse should be avoid- 
ed. There can be no doubt that there was 
an error of judgment on the part of those 
who worded the letter in question, inasmuch 
as they distinctly impute to the governors 
the pursuance and persistence of a course 
which they knew to be mischievous to the 
hospital. Such an imputation is one which 
it is always impossible to prove, and one 
always imprudent to make. It is sure to 
be resented by every class of men, and es- 
pecially by such men as the governors in 
question. In seizing upon that expression, 
and demanding the resignation of those who 
signed the letter in virtue of that expression, 
the governors have at once and very adroitly 
put themselves in the position in which they 
have received some of that popular sympa- 
thy which up to this present time I may soy 
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has been with the members of the medical 
staff. It is therefore now for the medical 
men to retrace that false step and put them- 
selves distinctly and entirely in the right; 
and this is, we believe, what they will do 
before the end of the week. I understand 
that two meetings of the staff have been 
held during the last two or three days, and 
ultimately it has been resolved that a letter 
shall be addressed to the governors of Guy’s, 
signed by the whole staff, containing three 
resolutions. In the first regret will be ex- 
pressed that the governors have seen in the 
sentence of which they complain an impu- 
tation against their motive, whereas no such 
motive was in the minds of those who penned 
it; but that as it was fairly open to the im- 
putation that has been put on it, it is there- 
fore withdrawn. Having been informed that 
it is the intention of the governors that two 
members of the medical staff should attend 
the committee, and shall form an integral 
part of that committee, they withdraw their 
refusal to depute two members to that com- 
mittee. It is now for the governors to make 
the next move; and I am inclined to think, 
under the circumstances, they will withdraw 
their demand for the resignation of the two 
senior officers. 

The course now pursued seems to be that 
which is now the best. It is much to be re- 
gretted that the staff has made a false move, 
of which their opponents have not been slow 
to see the importance and avail themselves. 
What they now do will, however, repair the 
fault they committed. I must say that while 
in some aspects the subject is one of great 
importance, as it has brought to issue the 
question of the relative preponderance of 
medical and lay authority in the royal hos- 
pitals, on the other hand it is to be regretted 
that it has been fought out on a field which 
is very restricted, and that the battle has 
been accompanied by so many collateral and 
angry side-issues. Every one must sympa- 
thize with Mr. Lushington in the efforts to 
improve the nursing system of the hospital, 
nor does it appear certain that the direction 
which those efforts took were in any way in- 
judicious. What is certain, however, is that 
a great want of tact was shown by Miss Burt 
in carrying out her intended changes; that 
a great want of temper and tact and discre- 
tion was shown by Mr. Lushington upon his 
part. It is also clear that the staff have al- 
lowed themselves to be thrown into a great 
deal too much letter-writing, and that when 
they have put pen to paper they have per- 
mitted temper to show itself entirely too 
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strongly in their publications. 


The gov- 
ernment of this hospital is anomalous, and 


present circumstances show it. The treas- 
urer is usually all-poweaful, but he is very 
often selected without any due considera- 
tion of his fitness for the office. The ap- 
pointment is one nominally unpaid. Prac- 


‘tically it is supposed, however, that the large 


bankers’ balance, and the large patronage 
and important influence which the admin- 
istration and great status gives, is not alto- 
gether to be lost sight of when the question 
of equivalence of services rendered is con- 
sidered. So long as the treasurer respected 
the opinions of the medical staff in matters 
which concerned the administration of the 
wards, the government of the hospital in 
this way has been tolerable, although exam- 
ples of maladministration and bad appoint- 
ments have been so frequent at the royal 
hospitals as in this to call for reform. Such 
a struggle as this will emphasize the neces- 
sity for the reinvestigation of the status of 
the governors and treasurer, and the mode 
of control of the royal hospitals; and it is 
probable that in any future scheme a larger 
share of power will be given to the medical 
men in influencing the government of their 
wards. At St. George’s, at St. Mary’s, and 
other London hospitals the medical men sit 
at the board with their several governors, 
voting with them, and having equal powers. 
Every question is then discussed upon equal 
terms, and whatever the decision is it is for 
the time accepted without any sore feeling. 
At the Middlesex Hospital and at Univer- 
sity College Hospital the medical staff have 
a directly authorized personal representa- 
tion on the governing boards by the mem- 
bers of their body, and here again the ar- 
rangement works well. It will be now quite 
necessary that some provision should be 
made for the adequate representation of 
medical men in the councils of Guy’s Hos- 
pital, St. Bartholomew’s Hospital, and St. 
Thomas’s Hospital. 


P. S.—Since the above was written the 
governors have met and have accepted the 
action of the staff in withdrawing the offen- 
sive letter, so that the staff remain at their 
posts. There will, however, be a sore feel- 
ing for a long time to come. Ultimately, 
it is believed, Mr. Lushington, the treasurer, 
will resign. 


Two cases of death from bathing with a 
full stomach are reported in the Swiss Med- 
ical Journal. 















Books and Pamphlets. 


AN OBSTETRICAL CASE; INTRA-UTERINE AMPU- 
TATIONS. By Walter Coles, M.D., St. Louis. Reprint 
from Transactions of the St. Louis Medical Society, 
in St. Louis Med. and Surg. Journal, Sept. 5, 1880. 


NAVY DEPARTMENT: BUREAU OF MEDICINE AND 
SuRGERY. Report on Yellow Fever in the U.S. S. 
Plymouth in 1878-79. Prepared under direction of 
Philip S. Wales, Surgeon-general U.S. Navy. Wash- 
ington: Government Printing Office. 1880. 


A PRACTICAL TREATISE ON NASAL CATARRH. 
By Beverly Robinson, A. M., M. D. (Paris), Lecturer 
on Clinical Medicine at Bellevue Hospital Medical 
College, New York; Physician to St. Luke’s Hos- 
pital and Charity Hospital; etc. New York: Wm. 
Wood & Co., 27 Great Jones Street. 1880. 


A Manuat or Minor SuRGERY AND BANDAG- 
inc. By Christopher Heath, F.R.C.S., Surgeon to 
University College Hospital, and Home Professor 
of Clinical Surgery in University College, London; 
Honorary Fellow of King’s College. Sixth edition, 
revised and enlarged, with one hundred and fifteen 
illustrations. Philadelphia: Lindsay and Blakiston. 
1880. 


DISEASES OF THE PHARYNX, LARYNX, AND TRA- 
CHEA. By Morel Mackenzie, M.D., London, Senior 
Physician to the Hospital for Diseases of the Throat 
and Chest, Lecturer on Diseases of the Throat at the 
London Hospital Medical College, and Correspond- 
ing Member of the Imperial Royal Society of Physi- 
cians of Vienna. New York: William Wood & Co., 
27 Great Jones Street. 1880. 


THE COMPEND OF ANATOMY FOR USE IN THE 
DISSECTING-ROOM, AND IN PREPARING FOR EXAMI- 
NATIONS. By John J. Roberts, A.M., M.D.., Lecturer 
on Anatomy and on Operative Surgery in the Phila- 
delphia School of Anatomy, Demonstrator of Anat- 
omy in the Philadelphia Dental College, Recorder of 
the Philadelphia Academy of Surgery, recently In- 
structor of Surgery in the Jefferson Medical Associa- 
tion, etc. Philadelphia: C. C. Roberts & Co., 118 
Arch Street. 1881. 


A PRACTICAL TREATISE ON FRACTURES AND DIs- 
LOCATIONS. By Frank Hastings Hamilton, A.M., 
M.D., LL.D., Surgeon to Bellevue Hospital, New 
York, Consulting Surgeon to Hospital for Ruptured 
and Cripples, to St. Elizabeth Hospital, etc., author of 
a treatise on Military Surgery and Hygiene, a Treat- 
ise on the Principles and Practice of Surgery, etc. 
Sixth American edition, revised and improved; illus- 
trated with three hundred and fifty-two woodcuts, 
Philadelphia: Henry C. Lea’s Son & Co. 1880. 


ACTS OF THE LEGISLATURE OF LOUISIANA ES- 
TABLISHING AND REGULATING QUARANTINE for the 
protection of the State; organizing and defining the 
powers of the Board of Health, and regulating the 
practice of Medicine, Midwifery, Dentistry, and Phar- 
macy; also Rules and Regulations of the Board of 
Health of the State of Louisiana and Health Ordi- 
nances of the City of New Orleans, collected and 
classified in accordance with resolution of the Board 
of Health of the State of Louisiana, September 2, 
1880. By Jos. Jones, M. D., President of the Board 
of Health of the State of Louisiana. New Orleans: 
J. S. Rivers, printer, No. 74 Camp Street. 1880. 
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A TREATISE ON THE PRACTICE OF MEDICINE FOR 
THE USE OF STUDENTS AND PRACTITIONERS. By 
Roberts Bartholow, M.A., M.D., LL.D., Professor of 
Materia Medica and General Therapeutics in Jeffer- 
son Medical College of Philadelphia, formerly Pro- 
fessor of the Theory and Practice of Medicine and 
of Clinical Medicine in the Medical College of Ohio, 
Fellow of the College of Physicians of Philadelphia, 
Member of the American Philosophical Society, Hon- 
orary Member of the Medical and Chirurgical Socie- 
ty of Maryland, of the Ohio State Medical Society, 
of the Cincinnati Academy of Medicine, of the New 
York Neurological Society, President of the Amer- 
ican Neurological Association, etc., etc. New York: 
_ — & Co., Nos. 1, 3, and 5 Bond Street. 
I . 


A TREATISE ON THE DISEASES OF THE EYE. By 
J. Soelberg Wells, F.R.C.S., Doctor of Medicine of 
the University of Edinburgh, Professor of Ophthalmol- 
ogy in King’s College, London; Ophthalmic Surgeon 
to King’s College Hospital, Surgeon to Royal London 
Ophthalmic Hospital, Moorfields. Third American 
from third English edition, with copious additions. 
By Charles Stedman Bull, A.M., M.D., Surgeon and 
Pathologist to the New York Eye and Ear Infirmary, 
Lecturer on Ophthalmology in the Bellevue Hospital 
Medical College. Illustrated with two hundred and 
fifty-four engravings on wood and six colored plates, 
together with selections from the test-types of Profes- 
sor E. Jaeger and Professor H. Snellen. Philadel- 
phia: Henry C. Lea’s Son & Co. 1880. 





Pharmaceutical. 


TROMMER’S Extract oF Matt.—Let no 
physician allow the value of this great con- 
structive medicine, this palatable and po- 
tent remedy in cachectic and asthenic con- 
ditions, to become obscured in his memory 
by the ocean of new remedies ever pouring 
in on the profession. No one who fairly 
tries it can fail to learn that it is a great 
boon to the race. 


Ercot in AsTHMA.— Dr. H. M. McClan- 
ahan, of Fort Belknap, Montana, reports, in 
the College and Clinical Record, two cases 
of spasmodic asthma cured by half-dram 
doses of fluid extract of ergot given thrice 
daily for some weeks. That these doses thus 
protracted did not derange the stomach is 
remarkable, according to our experience with 
this drug in other affections. 


PILOCARPIN IN ASTHMA.—Pilocarpin is the 
latest asthma remedy. One fourth or one 
third of a grain hypodermically injected, or 
the same dose by the mouth, daily or oftener, 
is the method recommended. It should be 
remembered that it is a powerful heart-de- 
pressant and should be watched. 
























































Miscellany. 


ARE SuicipEs Lunatics ?—Some authori- 
ties are of opinion that all suicides are luna- 
tics; and it appears that a judge in a New 
York court has, according to the Journal of 
Mental Science, recently ruled, in an action 
upon a life-insurance policy, that suicide 
per se was evidence of insanity. On the 
other hand Hale, by whom it is alleged the 
comparatively modern word suicide was first 
used, says (Pleas of the Crown, vol. i, chap. 
31) that “felo de se, or suicide, is where a 
man of age and discretion, and compos men- 
#s, voluntarily kills himself.’’ Blackstone 
uses it in the same sense—self-murder (4 
Comm.) (British Med. Journal). So far it 
is clear that in the sense in which Hale and 
Blackstone use the word suicide no lunatic 
can commit suicide. Many persons, how- 
ever, who are well qualified to form an opin- 
ion, and among them some mental physi- 
cians or “ mad-doctors,” whose professional 
habits incline them to the ready detection 
of latent insanity, are of opinion that among 
English people suicide is in the large pro- 
portion of cases, if not in the majority, com- 
mitted by sane people. In America the same 
opinion prevails ; and the Hon. Mr. Palmer, 
in an address to the Medico-Legal Society 
of New York, declares the opinion that a 
comparatively small number of suicides in 
the United States are due to insanity. The 
reflection that by persistently remaining alive 
a large capital sum, which would become 
available when the policy was closed, re- 
mains in the hands of alien proprietors, 
appears to be peculiarly aggravating to the 
mind of many a Yankee speculator; and in- 
stances of extremely artful self- murder by 
persons insured for various heavy piles of 
dollars are given by Mr. Palmer, which ex- 
plain the disbelief in insane suicide preva- 
lent among American insurance companies. 
The most “barefaced swindle’’ in the way 
of self-destruction will, however, it appears, 
rarely convince an American jury that the 
gambler has voluntarily crushed his life be- 
neath the die; and juries will often assign 
the spoils to the surviving family even when 
the companies are convinced that the man’s 
death was “a grave abuse,” for which his 
heirs ought to suffer. 


WatereD MiLk.—A farmer in Berkshire 
pleaded “ guilty” at the Marylebone police- 
court, a few days ago, of having sold milk 
diluted with water, but he explained that 
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the water had accidentally got into the milk 
while the latter was being cooled in a brook. 
This mode of cooling demands the notice 
of medical officers of health, for we remem- 
ber having our attention directed not long 
ago by a farmer, residing in the same county, 
to an ingenious arrangement he had made, 
as he thought, for cooling his milk. He had 
dammed a brook running through his farm 
so as to form a pool of sufficient depth to 
immerse a milk-churn. To a tree above this 
pool he had fixed pulleys with ropes for 
readily placing the churn in and raising it 
from the pool. At the time we were there 
a full churn was suspended in the pool, with 
its brim just above the surface of the water. 
The arrangement appeared to be irreproach- 
able, and did not want an element of the 
picturesque. The brook ran sparkling and 
clear beneath banks thickly covered with 
wood. The pool, also bright and clear, was. 
surrounded by trees, and the murmur of the 
water above and below filled the air with a 
pleasant sound. But curiosity prompting us. 
to follow up the course of the brook a few 
yards, there we found, hidden among the 
foliage, and placed across the stream, the 
one privy of a populous farmstead! The 
brook, while it served for cooling the milk, 
served also for carrying away all that was 
most revolting of human filth from a nu- 
merous household.—Zance?. 


PARISIAN HyGIENE.—The unhealthiness 
of Paris has been so marked of late that it 
has at length enlisted the attention of the 
authorities, who are carefully looking to the 
drainage and other matters of civic hygiene 
(Med. Times and Gazette). Among other 
reformations the old laws are to be again 
put in force, not only with regard to the 
keeping within the city of animals—such 
as cows, pigs, sheep, etc.—but also domestic 
pets, as dogs, cats, and birds. The number 
of dogs and cats in almost every street in 
Paris is something enormous, and their pres- 
ence in the living-rooms of the poorer quar- 
ters is undoubtedly detrimental to the pub- 
lic health. An inspection is shortly to be 
made as to the domestic pets of each fam- 
ily, and strict regulations will be made as 
to how many each house may be allowed to 
keep. 


TALKATIVE men seldom read. This is 
among the few truths which appear the 
more strange the more we reflect on them; 
for what is reading but silent conversation ? 
—Landor. 
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THE PHYSIOLOGY OF WALKING.—M. Marey 
has applied the graphic method to the inves- 
tigation of some points in the physiology of 
walking. Some time ago he devised an ap- 
paratus for registering the steps, which he 
called an “ odograph” (Lancet, September 
25th). It consists of a small cylinder rotat- 
ing by means of clockwork in its interior, 
and of a pen which marks on the cylinder, 
and is raised at each step by an impulse com- 
municated by a ball of air beneath the sole. 
Observations have been made on a number 
of young soldiers. It was ascertained that 
the step is longer in going up hill than in 
going down hill. It is shorter when a bur- 
den is carried; longer with low- than with 
high-heeled boots ; longer when the sole is 
thick and prolonged a little beyond the foot 
than when it is short and flexible. It thus 
appears that the heel, may with benefit be 
almost indefinitely lowered, while it is dis- 
advantageous to prolong the sole of the 
boot beyond a certain limit, or to give it 
an absolute rigidity. Some influences which 
lengthen the step lessen its frequency; so in 
going up hill the step becomes at the same 
time longer and less frequent. In walking 
on level ground the length of the step and 
its. frequency are always proportioned; the 
quicker the walk the longer the step. M. 
Marey is inclined to believe that when the 
steps are lengthened by a change in the 
boot the recurrence is rendered more fre- 
quent. 


THE GREAT AND ECCENTRIC CAVENDISH. 
Last Sunday was the anniversary of the death 
of Henry Cavendish, one of the most famous 
chemists Europe has ever produced. On his 
scientific discoveries it is needless to dwell, 
but the Observer mentions a strange story 
about his death that is not generally known 
(British Med. Jour., October 16th). He was 
a man of singularly shy and retiring habits. 
He would attend the meetings of the Royal 
Society; but upon one occasion, being ad- 
dressed by a stranger, he immediately or- 
dered his carriage and drove home. His 
banker once called upon him at his private 
house, and, being refused admission, stated 
that he came on business of the utmost im- 
portance. Admitted, he told Cavendish that 
there were £ 80,000 lying idle to his credit, 
and that the money had better be invested. 
Cavendish, in a vague and absent manner, 
answered the senior partner of the largest 
banking-house in London to this effect: 
“That is your business, sir, and not mine. 
Please invest the money and do not trouble 
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me again.’’ This strange reticence marked 
his dying hours. Lying in bed, he rang his 
bell, and said to the valet who answered the 
summons, “I feel very ill, and am going to 
die. Come again in half an hour.’’ The 
servant, with pardonable anxiety, returned 
before the time appointed. Cavendish, who 
was still alive and sensible, observed with 
some severity, “ You have disturbed my last 
moments. You will please return at the time 
I ordered.”’ The man returned and found 
Cavendish dead. There is something Napo- 
leonic in such a frame of mind, and it shows 
us the stuff of which men of science are 
made. Fortunately for the world at large, 
we are not all men of science. 


THE POPULATION OF THE EARTH.—Boehm 
and Wagner calculate and show the popula- 
tion of the world to be very near fourteen 
hundred and fifty-six millions of people, and 
nearly seventeen millions more than it was 
at the time of the last issue of their publica- 
tion, nineteen months ago. It seems rather 
startling at first sight to hear that the popu- 
lation of the earth is increasing at the rate 
of nearly a million persons per month; but 
little consideration shows that this is quite 
possible, since the rate of increase of popu- 
lation in most countries, of which we have 
trustworthy statistics, exceeds one per cent 
per annum. Asia is said to contain consid- 
erably more than half the population of the 
globe, or eight hundred and thirty-five mil- 
lions; Europe, three hundred and sixteen 
millions; Africa, two hundred and six mil- 
lions; America, ninety-five millions; Aus- 
tralia and Polynesia, four millions. Bearing 
in mind the different areas of the conti- 
nents, it is evident that America will long 
be able to absorb, to the advantage of itself 
and of all other nations, the surplus popu- 
lation of the rest of the world, even if it 
should exceed twelve millions per annum.— 
Lancet. 


Society A REpuBLic.— “Society is a re- 
public. When an individual endeavors to 
lift himself above his fellows he is dragged 
down by the mass either through ridicule 
or through calumny. No one shall be more 
virtuous or intellectually gifted than an- 
other. He, however, who through the irre- 
sistible force of genius rises above the com- 
mon herd is certain to be ostracized by a 
society which pursues him with such merci- 
less derision and detraction that at last he 
is compelled to retreat into the solitudes of 
thought.”’ 
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THE BRAIN OF A MURDERER.—The ne- 
cropsy of Menesclou, who was recently ex- 
ecuted for a horrible crime in Paris, exhib- 
ited the following cerebral conditions: The 
brain, although perfectly formed to all ap- 
pearances, was sent to the Anthropological 
Laboratory, and M. Chudzenski, who pre- 
pares the specimens, noted that the frontal 
lobe was the seat of unmistakable cerebral 
softening, attacking both sides symmetric- 
ally, and that the first and second convo- 
lutions were affected in a similar manner 
(British Med. Jour.). The first and second 
temporal convolutions were also softened, 
but not to the same extent. Both sides of 
the occipital lobe showed traces of soften- 
ing; in fact the brain was so much softened 
that it was difficult to take a cast of it. The 
arachnoid and the pia mater were very re- 
sistent and very dense, as in quadrupeds. 
The first fold of the occipito-parietal passage 
was deep, and having a tendency to pouch 
toward the right ; it was normal on the left. 
Broca has found this malformation in the 
majority of suicides and in ninety-nine exe- 
cuted criminals, notabiy in the case of the 
infamous Prevost. The weight of Menes- 
clou’s brain was 1,382 grams — thirty-two 
grams more than the average weight. It 
has previously been noted that this excess of 
weight is somewhat general in those brains 
of assassins of which it has been practicable 
to ascertain the weight. 


MALARIA IN NEW ENGLAND. — The in- 
crease of malarial disease, especially inter- 
imittent fever, in New England, is exciting 
considerable attention (Med. and Surg. Re- 
porter). The Massachusetts State Board of 
Health, with its accustomed zeal and en- 
ergy, has taken hold of the subject, and has 
already collected a mass of facts which is 
astounding, and confirms to the fullest ex- 
tent the rumors heretofore prevalent. The 
form of ague near Providence, R.I., is said 
almost to equal the worst forms in the South- 
ern States. 


MORTALITY OF MEDICAL Men. — Hecker 
confirms by his statistics a fact indeed al- 
ready known, that the duration of life among 
medical men is notably less than the mean 
(Aertzl. Intelligenzblatt). From Escherich’s 
statistics it results that in Bavaria, of one 
hundred individuals, fifty-three Protestant 
pastors, forty-one professors, thirty-nine ad- 
vocates or magistrates, thirty-four Catholic 
priests, and only twenty-six doctors reach 
the age of fifty. 





A NEw and apparently a most valuable 
method of preserving raw meat, discovered 
by Professor Artimini, of Florence, and pat- 
ented in this country, bids fair to supply a 
long-felt want and to have an appreciable 
effect on our markets. According to a re- 
port by Professors Barff and Mills, of Glas- 
gow, and Dr. Stevenson, of Guy’s Hospital, 
meat six months old was found to be per- 
fectly sound and good, the muscular fiber 
unchanged, and the nutritive properties un- 
impaired (Med. Times and Gazette). The 
material employed is stated to be less ex- 
pensive than salt, and not only wholesome, 
but pleasant to the taste. 


Dr. TANNER CHALLENGED.—In the Lon- 
don sporting newspapers a firm of well- 
known betting-men in London have been 
advertising daily for some time an offer to 
bet Dr. Tanner £1,000 that he would not 
repeat his “fast” in England under the scru- 
tiny of English physicians.—Medical Times 
and Gazette. 


Selections. 


Vaso-Motory Paresis of the Brain Cured by 
the Continued Current.—Dr. R. R. Good, of Paris, 
France, formerly of Louisville, Ky., reports, in the 
Medical Times and Gazette of October 2d, a remark- 
able case of this kind in which the muscles of the 


‘eye had been paralyzed for fouf years, and which 


was completely cured by the galvanic current. The 
case is of so much practical interest that we give it 
at length. We wish our cultivated friend would write 
oftener: 


When I first saw Mr. X., in March last, he had 
been suffering for nearly ten months from passive 
cerebral congestion. Professor Charcot, who had 
had the case under treatment, had ordered the cold 
douche; but as this, after six months’ trial, had 
brought about no amelioration, giving the patient at 
most only now and then a few hours of better sleep, 
he was prevailed upon by my friend Dr. Pratt to 
come and consult me. 

I found right pupil enlarged, the vessels of the ret- 
ina dilated (more marked on right side), the tongue 
covered with the pathognomonic lines along the 
edges, the heart’s action slightly irregular, the respi- 
ration saccaded, and the gait denoting, as it were, a 
sluggishness in the contraction of the flexor muscle 
of the foot; the patient moreover inclined the head to 
the left shoulder—the uninjured side—like one suffer- 
ing from torticollis (he takes this position in order to 
avoid double vision). The paralyzed muscles of the 
right eye are the superior oblique and the constrictor 
of the iris. The chief subjective symptoms of which 
Mr. X. complained were sleeplessness, loss of mem- 
ory, intellectual and physical torpor, and inaptitude, 
diplopia, nausea, want of appetite, difficult digestion, 
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alternate diarrhea and constipation, and the occa- 
sional twitchings of the muscles of the extremities 
when asleep. As Mr. X. avoided society and was 
unable to attend to business or enjoy his former occu- 
pations of hunting, shooting, and other out-of-door 
sports, he had been considered simply a dyspeptic 
and a hypochondriac. Certainly the digestion was 
far from perfect; but any one familiar with disorders 
of the nervous system could hardly mistake effect for 
cause. 

Finding upon careful examination that there ex- 
isted no structural disease to account for this dilata- 
tion of the blood-vessels, no affection of the right 
ventricle of the heart, and no obstruction of any kind 
to the return circulation, the capillary congestion was 
evidently due to an idiopathic vaso-motory paresis; 
and once the diagnosis established, there could be 
little question as to the remedy to be chosen, the 
more so as hygiene, cold water, and internal remedies 
had given no result whatever, viz. the electro-galvanic 
current applied to the sympathetic nerve and directed 
especially to the superior cervical ganglion, the gov- 
erning center of the cephalic nutrition, Thanks to 
these applications made daily for half an hour at a 
time, with from sixteen to twenty-four elements, and 
with frequent interruptions of the circuit, the vaso- 
motory nerves were stimulated, the capillaries con- 
tracted, and the circulation of the brain is today, 
after scarcely three months’ treatment, perfectly nor- 
mal. Sleep, digestion, vigor, etc. have all returned 
to a healthy condition, and Mr. X. enjoys life to the 
utmost; he feels, to use his own expression, “like a 
boy just out of school.’’ The memory is improved, 
though not yet perfect; the double vision is lessened, 
that is to say the two objects are nearer together, and 
this enables the patient to hold his head now nearly 
straight. 

That the muscles of the eye should have yielded, 
after having been paralyzed for four years, seems 
proof evident that the injury here was of a peripheric, 
not central nature; hence I propose, while continuing 
to act upon the nutrition of the affected parts by gal- 
vanism, also to use the inducted current to exercise 
the contractions of the paralyzed fibers. 

In the beginning I prescribed small doses of digi- 
talis and Indian hemp—the one to assist in contract- 
ing the dilated capillaries and regulate the heart’s 
action, the other to lessen the cerebral erethismus 
and produce sleep—but when after two weeks I found 
little or no benefit from these substances I discontin- 
ued their use, and trusted solely to electricity. 

Here then is a clinical observation which corrob- 
orates the physiological experiments of the labora- 
tory, and proves that with the galvanic current and 
through the medium of the cervical portion of the 
sympathetic nerve the physician can modify or con- 
trol the circulation of the encephalic mass and mem- 
branes, and thereby obtain results which, it is safe 
to say, no other agent known to us at present can 
give. 


Anthrax. — Quite an important communication 
was made to a recent meeting of the Académie de 
Médecine by M. Bouley. M. Toussaint lately an- 
nounced the discovery of a method of preventing an- 
thrax in sheep. It was proposed to inoculate them 
with the blood of an animal suffering from the same 
affection, defibrinated and freed from bacteria by fil- 
tration. In order to test the correctness of the state- 
ments of the practicability of this method, M. Bouley 
obtained from the minister of agriculture twenty sheep, 
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of which sixteen have been inoculated with the defi- 
brinated and purified blood from a case of anthrax 
(Lancet). Four of these animals immediately died 
with grave symptoms of anthrax, and the twelve oth- 
ers presented symptoms of illness so severe that it was 
thought at one time all would die. These results in- 
dicate no immunity from the effects of inoculation, 
but rather an innocuousness of the liquid employed. 
Successive and minute filtration, heating to 50° C., or 
the addition of a small quantity of carbolic acid, do 
not remove all the bacteridia from the blood. They 
simply lessen their number to a very minute pro- 
portion, and if the animals resist the inoculation of 
blood so treated, it is because the germs of the dis- 
ease are given in too small a quantity to, cause fatal 
accidents, 

The varying resistance of sheep of various races 
appears to be rather a question of susceptibility to 
dose than of absolute indifference. Some time ago 
M. Chauveau found that in inoculating with infected 
blood a series of sheep there were always some which 
resisted, while others succumbed. He soon found that 
the refractory animals were always foreign—from Bar- 
bary. He found, however, that an inoculation of blood 
which would kill one of the indigenous sheep did not 
leave the foreign sheep unaffected. They presented 
mild symptoms, such as slight fever, swelling of the 
lymphatic glands, etc. If the dose of poison was 
increased these animals also perished. If, however, 
one of these Barbara sheep was repeatedly inoculated 
at intervals the effects became slighter and slighter 
after each inoculation, and the animal ultimately be- 
came indifferent to the poison. Moreover, lambs 
born of ewes which were inoculated in this manner 
during the latter period of gestation seem to have ac- 
quired a greater immunity than that possessed by the 
ancestor. It is suggested that Barbary sheep, thus 
rendered secure, should alone be pastured on land in 
which the germs of the disease abound. 

It is important, however, to remember that facts 
lately ascertained by Dr. Greenfield seem to show that 
animals very susceptible to the poison may have their 
susceptibility greatly lessened by inoculation with poi- 
son which has been rendered feeble by passage through 
the system of a rodent. The facts discovered at the 
Brown Institute that the virulence of the poison can 
be thus lessened, and that it can thus be employed 
for successful inoculation, is one of the highest im- 
portance. 

The disease is attributed popularly to effluvia from 
the land,on which the disease occurs, but its origin 
seems to have been satisfactorily ascertained by M. 
Pasteur. He has proved that the germs of the dis- 
ease—that is, the bacteria—are transported to the sur- 
face of the soil by earth-worms. Having collected 
the excremental dirt thrown out by earth-worms on 
the surface of the soil in a locality where a cow dead 
of anthrax had previously been buried six feet deep, 
he obtained by cultivation a prodigious quantity of 
bacteria, which, being inoculated, readily produced 
the malady. 


A case of dislocation of the foot backward 
from a bicycle accident, with reduction and re- 
covery, is reported by Mr. Newnham in the Lancet 
of October gth. 


A case of strangulated congenital hernia in 
a child fourteen months old, with operation and 
recovery, is reported by Dr. William Montague Ball, 
in the Lancet of October oth. 
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Premature Labor Induced by Quinine.—E. 
Downes, L.R.C.P., Lond., in The Lancet of October 
16th : 

It is sometimes questioned whether quinine does 
or does not induce labor when given to pregnant 
women. It is not often necessary to give it in Eng- 
land; but in India, where ague is so common, it often 
becomes a serious question whether to give it or with- 
hold it in pregnancy. A case has just occurred to 
me which bears out the idea that quinine does in- 
duce labor. 

A lady placed herself in my hands. She expected 
her confinement at the latter part of August. In the 
middle of July she had bad fever, which, originally 
of an intermittent kind, showed a tendency to be- 
come continuous. I endeavored, with some success 
at first, to keep off the fever by jaborandi and arse- 
niate of quinine, without giving the sulphate of qui- 
nine. The amount of quinine in the arseniate was 
so small that I did not fear giving it. Nearly a 
month passed, and the fever was so bad and intracta- 
ble and she was so weak that I began to fear the 
consequences both to mother and child; so on the 
7th of August I resolved to give quinine. I gave it 
in five-grain doses, which I ordered three times a 
day. She took two doses—one in the morning and 
the second at midday. At about 8 o’clock in the 
evening, without any warning, the “waters burst,” 
and slight uterine pains came on. They were, how- 
ever, very slight; so much so that she doubted wheth- 
er she was in labor at all, until at about 11 o’clock 
the pains became a little stronger. One or two sharp 
pains succeeded, and the child’s head, followed after 
a few moments by the body, was born. The placenta 
came away about half an hour afterward without hem- 
orrhage. The child was very small, and Icoked as 
though it had been born a month before its time. A 
great deal of its skin peeled off, and after a week it 
— very much jaundiced; but it promises to do 
well, 

There can be little doubt that the moderate doses 
of quinine which I gave caused the birth of the child, 
and under the circumstances it was perhaps the best 
thing that could have happened. But I shail be care- 
ful that I do not give quinine to a pregnant woman 
again unless I feel that I am obliged to doso. In 
the case which I have recorded I deliberately chose 
the induction of labor as a less dangerous alternative 
than the continuance of the fever. 


(Quinine, in our judgment, had as much to do with 
causing the premature expulsion of the fetus as it had 
with begetting it. We give quinine always for some 
days before and after delivery, and have done so for 
six or eight years. Our own experience, fortified by 
that of several friends in full practice, leaves no doubt 
in our mind that this practice is an almost absolutely 
’ certain means of preventing cracked nipples, abscess 
of breast, milk-leg, puerperal fever, and the other an- 
noyances and dangers incident to the pregnant and 
post-parturient state. Whether the quinia acts as an 
antizymotic or as an antiperiodic, observers may differ 
in opinion; but a fair trial of full doses of quinia in 
obstetric practice can not fail to convince any clear- 
headed practitioner that the statements above made 
are facts. Quinine is the most frequently efficacious 
preventive of miscarriage in this climate, and the in- 
termittent-fever poison is the most common source of 





this danger, and, barring traumatisms, syphilis is the 
next most frequent cause. Most of the leading sur- 
geons in the Southern States now give quinine as a 
preparation for operation and after as a preventive 
of shock, erysipelas, etc., and with the most posi- 
tive and potent results. By the way, how remark- 
able that a physician should consider that one case 
proved any thing. It is no less remarkable that a 
great journal should publish such trifling evidence 
on so important a question. ] 


The Inunction of Castor Oil as a Purgative. 
Dr. John McNicoll, L.R.C.P., etc., Ormskirk, writes, 
in the British Medical Journal, October 16th, as fol- 
lows: 

In a case of acute desquamative nephritis in a 
child five years old, where I wished to act speedily 
upon the bowels, and had tried to administer the 
usual purgative powders and draughts (but had failed, 
owing to the struggles of the child, which neither 
promises of rewards nor of punishments would sub- 
due), I ordered the inunction, with a warm hand 
over the abdomen, of one third of an ounce of castor 
oil. The result was a free action of the bowels five 
hours afterward, followed by two other movements 
during the day. 

Dr. Ringer, at page 318 of the latest edition of his 
Therapeutics, does not appear quite satisfied as to the 
possibility of the oil acting in this manner; and hav- 
ing tried and found it so successful, I wish to record 
the fact, believing that we have in this method a 
means of purging children (and possibly adults) 
which must be valuable to those who suffer from the 
horrible nausea which usually attends the adminis- 
tration of castor oil by the mouth. 

[That any one should doubt the possibility of intro- 
ducing medicines epidermically is marvelous. They 
have but to try it to be convinced. To children with 
delicate stomachs this is the best way to give anti- 
periodics. The remedy should be thoroughly mixed 
in petrolina, vaseline, or lard.—Ebs. ] 


Trichinosis in France —The Revue d’ Hygitne 
of August 15th states that American pork and bacon 
having been prohibited entry into Italy, Austria, Por- 
tugal, Spain, and Prussia, on account of the frequency 
with which trichinz are detected in it, large quanti- 
ties of late have been brought to France, where it 
meets with a ready sale. Information received from 
some of the towns in the Département du Nord proves 
without any doubt that trichine have been found in 
the bacon sold by the small retailers (Medical Times 
and Gazette). It seems that this bacon is frequently 
submitted to only very short and imperfect cooking, 
so that there is a great danger of the spread of trichi- 
nosis, [The same warning is required in our own 
country, wherein there is so large consumption of 
American bacon. ] 

[If our English cousins and their neighbors will 
cook their bacon the trichinz will not hurt them. 
Trichinosis is rarely seen in this country, though 
probably most meats contain trichinz.] 


The Forceps.—My experience is that nine tenths 
of complete ruptures of the perineum are caused by 
the forceps, says Dr. Goodell. 
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A Novel Mode of Treatment of Gonorrheal 
Ophthalmia.—Mr. George Critchett, F.R.C.S., re- 
ports in the Lancet a case of gonorrheal ophthalmia 
in which he had recourse to a heroic and novel meth- 
od of treatment. Owing to the extreme acuteness 
and severity of the symptoms, the difficulty in sepa- 
rating the lids or exposing the cornea, and the impos- 
sibility of getting any solution into contact with the 
conjunctival surface, he had relinquished all hope of 
saving the sight, and felt justified in adopting any 
treatment, however severe, that promised a ray of 
hope. He passed a small silver director under the 
upper lid as far as the edge of the orbit, against which 
he kept it pressed, and then with a small sharp-pointed 
bistoury completely divided the lid perpendicularly 
as far as the margin of the eyebrow. In order to 
more completely uncover the cornea he separated the 
two angles of the divided tarsus and fixed them with 
fine sutures to the skin of the eyebrow. The cornea 
looked steamy but not ulcerated, and was buried in 
chemosed conjunctiva. The immediate effect of this 
proceeding was to diminish the redness and swelling 
of the lids and conjunctival membrane, and com- 
pletely to expose the surface. The subsequent treat- 
ment consisted in painting over the entire surface of 
the conjunctiva three times daily with a solution of 
nitrate of silver, thirty grains to the ounce, and fre- 
quently cleansing and syringing with a solution of 
alum, ten grains to the ounce. A piece of linen 
moistened in this solution was kept constantly ap- 
plied to the eye. This plan was continued, with grad- 
ual abatement of the symptoms, for a month; a weaker 
solution was then substituted. At the end of six weeks 
from the commencement of the treatment the eye had 
recovered with a perfectly bright, healthy cornea, At 
the termination of another fortnight the child was 
again placed under the influence of an anesthetic, 
and the edges of the divided lids were pared and 
brought together with fine sutures. Good union oc- 
curred, the deformity very slight, and the lid per- 
fectly performs its function. In the early part of the 
treatment the other eye was kept carefully closed with 
strapping so as to prevent any risk of inoculation.— 
Medical Record. 

[This is another striking instance of the strength 
of living tissues. Despite this most horribly cruel 
and dangerous treatment, this useless butchery added 
to the severe disease, nature preserves the sight of the 


poor little child. God is good to the little ones.] 


Trephining of the Skull of a Lunatic after 
old Head-injury—Complete Recovery.—From 
the British Medical Journal of October 16th we copy 
this extraordinary and instructive report: 

Under the care of Mr. George E. Wherry, surgeon 
to the hospital, Samuel S., aged thirty-eight, was at 
work in August, 1878, when a hammer fell six feet 
on his head, It did not unsense him; but ever after- 
ward he felt the effects of the blow. At first it was 
as if he had “a cold in his head.”’ In January, 1879, 
he was ill in bed for many weeks. After this when 
he tried to work he was soon obliged to leave off, was 
attacked by giddiness, by thrills up his back, and by 
tingling and numbness in his legs. He tried again to 
work in August, 1879, one year after the injury, but 
had no idea of what he had to do, and could not fix 
his mind on any thing. 

In October, 1879, he came to the hospital com- 
plaining of “scrunching” noises in the ears and 
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dragging pains in the vertex, without rest at night; 
aching pains in both arms and along the insides of 
the legs, and cold feet. He was admitted into the 
medical ward; and it was then observed that, of all 
the symptoms, the most constant and distinct was the 
“scrunching”’ feeling in the vertex; and often he 
placed his fingers over the stellate and adherent cica- 
trix which marked the hammer-blow. During the 
last week in 1879 his symptoms were aggravated; 
he grew irritable and morose, and talked of suicide. 
The pupil of the left eye was larger, und he had very 
little sleep. 

On January 1, 1880, he made a most determined 
attempt at suicide by throwing himself over from the 
staircase at the top of the hospital. His life was 
saved by the courage of a probationer, Miss Stock- 
burn; but he succeeded in jumping from a lower 
staircase, and fell fifteen feet, damaging his left ankle. 
On the following day he was sent to Fullbourn Luna- 
tic Asylum, under the care of Dr. Bacon. The same 
symptoms continued which have been before de- 
scribed, including the pain in the head in the re- 
gion of the scar. 

He remained in this condition until Dr. Bacon 
considered that an exploratory operation was to be 
advised; and accordingly, on March 12th, Mr. Wher- 
ry removed with the trephine a piece of parietal bone 
at the seat of injury, and found the dura mater be- 
neath of a deep purple color, but apparently healthy. 
It bulged, with pulsations, into the wound. The por- 
tion of skull removed was three quarters of an inch 
in diameter, and had not been fractured. Bleeding 
vessels were tied with fine hemp thread. Silver wire 
sutures and carbolized cotton-wool dressings were ap- 
plied. Ether was given during the operation. The 
wound healed rapidly and well, and the patient’s con- 
dition so improved that he went to work in the car- 
penter’s shop attached to the asylum four weeks after 
the operation, He was discharged from the asylum 
on June 28th, and is now (September 16, 1880) at his 
regular work as a wood-carver, earning a living for 
his wife and family. 

The operation was undertaken with the hope of 
removing some source of irritation to the brain which 
might be found in the skull or dura mater beneath 
the scar. The history of the case, and the symptoms, 
although they were more general than local, pointed 
to the lesion as the cause of his lunacy; and although 
no source of irritation was discovered, the patient re- 
covered rapidly both his bodily and mental powers 
after the operation of trephining. The reason for 
this relief to the brain is not easy to explain, but the 
facts recorded may be of some interest. 


The Use of Pure Water in Erecting Build- 
ings.—D . Walter Fergus writes, in the Lancet of Oc- 
tober gth, and certainly his suggestion is well worthy 
of consideration: In reading your remarks upon the 
prosecution of the builders who used earth in place 
of mortar at Edmonton, it occurred to me to men- 
tion how important it is to use pure water in mixing 
mortar, whether for building or for plastering dwell- 
ing-houses. Newly-built houses are notoriously apt 
to prove any thing but salubrious to the first inmates, 
Much of this unhealthiness of new houses may be 
owing to the use of foul and polluted water for mak- 
ing the mortar. 


A case of hemianesthesia removed by static 
electricity is reported by Prof, Ball, of Paris, in the 
Lancet of October 2d. 
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“Castration for Hysteria.”—Under the above 
title a French journal gives an account of a case 
which was presented to the Berlin Medical Society 
some months ago, and which has scarcely attract- 
ed the attention in this country which its signifi- 
cance deserves. Dr. Israel presented to the society 
a young woman twenty-three years of age, cured of 
severe hysteria by “‘ Battey’s operation,” of which she 
bore the cicatrix (Lancet). The patient had suffered 
for some years from obstinate vomiting, accompanied 
by severe ovarian pains. She became extremely weak 
and anemic. Many surgeons advised the operation, 
and she gradually arrived at the conviction that cas- 
tration was the only remedy for her sad state. The 
operation was performed under chloroform “with all 
antiseptic precautions.”” During the first three days 
after the operation there was extreme tenderness in 
the lower part of the abdomen, and the ice was 
obliged to be constantly applied. At the same time 
there was retention of urine, which only passed off 
at the end of twelve days. A week after the opera- 
tion the vomiting had ceased, and the pain in the 
ovarian region had disappeared. The patient’s cure 
remained permanent. One detail, however, of this 
beautiful illustration of the value of ‘‘odphorectomy” 
remains to be mentioned, and it is not unimportant. 
The operation was a pretended one. A superficial 
wound only was made! The result certainly justi- 
fied the means. 


Aconite in Arrested Menses.—I was looking 
through Phillips’s Vegetable Kingdom the other day, 
and find that he recommends aconite in many of the 
congestive and inflammatory diseases of women. He 
finds it especially valuable when there has been sud- 
den and abrupt suppression of the catamenia through 
a chill or from some similar cause. In these cases 
he says there is no remedy which acts so readily 
as aconite in removing the discomfort produced, 
and in quickly causing the flow to reappear, espe- 
cially if the patient be kept warm, so as to favor any 
tendency that may be to perspiration. He finds that 
a drop of the tincture given every hour in a little 
water will nearly always restore the discharge in from 
four to eight hours if it be given within a few hours 
of the occurrence of the suspension. I have heard 
many doctors say that they always give nitroglycerin 
in these cases, and that it acts like a charm. For- 
merly we had no convenient mode in which to ad- 
minister this valuable remedy, but since the introduc. 
tion of the pilules it will probably come into more 

eral use. For such a case as I have described I 
should give one of the grain +}, pilules every hour, 
or every alternate hour, until the flow was reéstab- 
lished.—From London Cor. in Therap. Gazette. 


Case of Sterility-— Excision of Anomalous 
Membrane—Conception.—E. D. Mapother, M.D. 
Dublin, in British Medical Journal: 

In October, 1878, a lady, aged twenty-eight, and 
married seven years, consulted Dr. Kidd and the au- 
thor concerning sterility. She was a person of great 
beauty and large frame, and with full breasts. A 
symmetrical and evidently congenital membrane was 
found to cross the vagina at right angles about three 
inches beyond the myrtiform caruncles. There was 
a central circular aperture about two lines in diame- 
ter, and a sound passed through it found a cavity 
about an inch long before the cervix. The front of 
the membrane being smooth and convex might be 
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mistaken for this part, save for the very different 
shape of the opening. At its circumference poste. 
riorily it was thick enough to suggest the possibility 
of there being a peritoneal inflection. There was no 
other abnormality, and the patient and her husband 
had been quite unaware of any. The possible risk 
above named having been explained, Dr. K. wholly 
excised the membrane with the aid of the scalpel and 
the forceps usually employed in paring vesico-vaginal 
fistule. A perfectly normal cervix and os uteri were 
disclosed. A glass dilator was worn with intervals 
for five weeks. The lady was now in the last month 
of pregnancy. The author regretted that he had 
not searched for muscular tissue, which might have, 
sphincter-like, excluded spermatozoa. As the aper- 
ture in the membrane was above the level of the os, 
apposition of the meatus with the latter could not 
occur, and the expulsion of cervical mucus, which 
probably preceded, and the aspiration which suc- 
ceeded the ejaculation of semen would be interfered 
with. Embryology scarcely explained the existence 
of such a symmetrical partition in a vagina of other- 
wise normal form, for the hypothesis of the suppres- 
sion of one Miillerian canal above the other below 
would be farfetched. While no record of this pre- 
cise condition existed, cases of double uterus and 
vagina of the marsupial type, from want of fusion 
of the Miillerian canals, were pretty frequent. The 
very dilatable sphincter between the urogenital canal 
and the vestibule in the monotremes was similar, 


Klebs on the Specific Agent of Typhoid Fe- 
ver.—Professor Klebs, of Prague, believes that he 
has discovered the micro-organism which constitutes 
the specific agent of typhoid fever, and develops his 
views in a paper entitled Der Ileotyphus eine Schis- 
tomy cose, published in the Archiv. fir Experimen- 
tale Pathologie, t. 12, p. 231, 1880 os Medical 
Journal). Professor Klebs has for a long time, assist- 
ed. by his pupils, been making researches in this di- 
rection. He writes that he has been able to find, at 
the necropsy of twenty-four persons carried off by 
dothinenteritis, microbes in various organs—in the 
intestinal mucous membrane, in the thickness of the 
cartilages of the larynx, in the pia mater, in the foci 
of lobular pneumonia, in the mesenteric ganglia, in 
the parenchymata of the liver, and generally diffused 
in the organs which showed the most decided lesions. 
These micro-organisms showed themselves in the 
form of rods about eighty micrometers in length and 
0.5 to 0.6 micrometers in thickness. They have been 
constantly observed in the bodies of dothinenteric pa- 
tients since the attention of Professor Klebs was 
drawn to the subject, and they are always absent 
from the organs, and specially the intestines, of sub- 
jects who have died from any other disease than 


typhoid. 


Suicide by Prolonged Fasting.— The Union 
Médicale (August 31st, September 2d and 4th), repro- 
duces, under the designation of “the sole authentic 
instance of suicide by inanition,” a paper originally 
published in 1831 by Dr. Desbarreaux-Bernard, nar- 
rating the case of a murderer who died in the prison 
of Toulouse, in consequence of an abstinence pro- 
longed during sixty-three days, in order to escape 
public execution. . . He from time to time took a 
few drops of water, and upon some occasions drank 
very abundantly of this—the whole quantity which 
he took during the sixty-three days being approxi- 
mately calculated at from five to six liters. 








